
Catalysis Today 60 (2000) 159

Foreword

A group of 17 papers is given here, selected
from the 76 communications presented at theSym-
posium 5: Catalysis for Fine Chemicals Synthesis,
of the EuropaCat-IV, the fourth European Congress
on Catalysis, held at Rimini on 5–10 September,
1999. As a general introduction of the topic, the
selection includes the invited plenary lecture given
by Hans-Ulrich Blaser and entitledHeterogeneous
Catalysis for Fine Chemicals Production.

The main goal of the symposium was to provide
an opportunity for academic and industrial scientists
to meet and discuss recent developments in catalysis
for the selective and clean synthesis of fine chem-
icals. Indeed one of the main characteristics of the
manufacture of fine chemicals is the high value of the
so-calledE factor, with large amounts of unwanted
by-products to be recycled or discarded. The con-
tributions to this issue show, on a large diversity of
reactions, the high potential of heterogeneous catal-
ysis for the development of environment-friendly
processes.

The papers have been divided into four classes, ac-
cording to their subject, namely:
1. Enantioselective and diastereoselective hydrogena-

tion,
2. Epoxidation reactions,
3. Acid and base catalyzed reactions: alkylation, ni-

tration, aldolization, etc.,
4. “One pot” multistep transformations.
We are confident that the present selected papers may
be of help to the reader, providing some relevant exam-
ples of the present trends in the fascinating field of Fine
Chemicals Synthesis by Heterogeneous Catalysis.
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